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OTHER DRUGS 

Part A: Stimulants 
 
Ever Used Stimulants - Stimulants include Cocaine, Methamphetamines, MDMA, and 
“Other Stimulants”. MDMA or “ecstasy” represents a group of methamphetamines which 
includes methylene-dioxymethamphetamine (MDMA), methylene-dioxyethyl-
amphetamine (MDEA), methylene-dioxyamphetamine (MDA), and dimethoxy-bromo-
amphetamine (DOB). These drugs produce subjective effects that resemble a 
combination of amphetamine and hallucinogens and can be considered in their own class 
of drugs. For purposes of this report, MDMA and all sub-types are being placed in the 
stimulant category.  Adult males were more likely to have ever used cocaine, 
methamphetamines, and other stimulants than adult females. Figure 5.1 presents the 
percent of adults who reported ever using stimulants. Table 5.1 presents the estimated 
number of adult Kentuckians who ever used stimulants. 
 
Figure 5.1: Percent of adults who ever used stimulants (question Δ12-D1) 
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Table 5.1: Estimated number of adult Kentuckians who ever used stimulants 
(question Δ12-D1) 
 MALES FEMALES TOTAL 
Cocaine 150,663 78,568 229,231 
Methamphetamines 60,859 20,744 81,603 
MDMA 40,078 29,635 69,713 
Other Stimulants 151,405 70,414 221,819 
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Use within the past year – Of those who reported ever using cocaine, females were 
more likely to have used cocaine in the past year than males. Males who reported ever 
using MDMA or other stimulants were more likely to have used these substances in the 
past year than females. Overall, between 10% and 14% of persons who ever used 
stimulants also used them within the past year. Table 5.2 presents, of those who reported 
ever using stimulants, the percent of persons who used that stimulant in the past year. 
Table 5.3 presents the estimated number of adult Kentuckians who used stimulants within 
the past year. 
 
Table 5.2: Percent of persons who used stimulants in the past year (of those who 
have used that stimulant) (question Δ12-D3) 
 MALES FEMALES TOTAL 
Cocaine 11.8% 17.9% 13.9% 
Methamphetamines 10.8% 10.7% 10.8% 
MDMA 16.7% 7.7% 12.9% 
Other Stimulants 14.1% 6.3% 11.6% 

 
Table 5.3: Estimated number of adult Kentuckians who used stimulants within the 
past year (question Δ12-D3) 
 MALES FEMALES TOTAL 
Cocaine 17,812 14,083 31,895 
Methamphetamines 6,680 2,223 8,903 
MDMA 6,680 2,224 8,904 
Other Stimulants 20,791 5,186 25,977 
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OTHER DRUGS 

Stimulant Use by Age Group – Persons 50 years of age and older were significantly less 
likely to have used cocaine, methamphetamines, and other stimulants than all other age 
groups. No other age differences were noted other than 18-29 year olds were more likely 
to have ever used MDMA than older age groups. Figure 5.2 presents the percent of adult 
persons who ever used stimulants by age group. 
 
Figure 5.2: Percent of adults who ever used stimulants by age group (question Δ12-
D1) 
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OTHER DRUGS 

Stimulant Use by Education – There was a trend for persons with more education to 
have been more likely to have ever used stimulants. This trend was reversed for persons 
who attended graduate school. Persons who attended graduate school tended to be less 
likely to have ever used stimulants than persons whose highest level of education attained 
was college. Figure 5.3 presents the percent of persons who ever used stimulants 
compared to the highest level of education attained. 
 
Figure 5.3: Percent of adults who ever used stimulants by highest education 
attained (question Δ12-D1) 
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OTHER DRUGS 

Ever Thought Stimulant Use a Problem – Males were more likely to consider 
stimulant use a problem than females. This may be partially due to a higher number of 
males reporting stimulant use than females. Table 5.4 presents the estimated number of 
adult Kentuckians who ever considered stimulant use to be a problem. For persons who 
ever used a particular stimulant, a higher percentage of males considered 
methamphetamines, MDMA, and other stimulants to be a problem than females. Females 
who ever used cocaine were slightly more likely to have considered cocaine a problem 
than males. Table 5.5 presents the percent of persons who ever used stimulants and 
considered that stimulant to have ever been a problem. 
 
Table 5.4: Estimated number of adult Kentuckians who considered stimulants to 
have ever been a problem in their life (question Δ13-D6) 
 MALES FEMALES TOTAL 
Cocaine 34,883 21,495 56,378 
Methamphetamines 34,883 5,186 40,069 
MDMA 7,422 e 7,422 
Other Stimulants 29,702 7,412 37,114 

e – estimate too small to calculate accurately 
 
Table 5.5: Percent of persons who ever used stimulants and considered that 
stimulant to ever be a problem in their life (question Δ13-D6) 
 MALES FEMALES
Cocaine 23.2% 27.1% 
Methamphetamines 56.6% 25.0% 
MDMA 18.5% e 
Other Stimulants 19.4% 10.5% 

e – estimate too small to calculate accurately 
 
 

 73



OTHER DRUGS 

Part B: Inhalants, Hallucinogens, Sedatives, & Tranquilizers 
 
Ever Used Inhalants/Hallucinogens/Sedatives/Tranquilizers - Inhalants include any 
volatile substance that is ingested through fumes to achieve intoxication. Hallucinogens 
include LSD, Peyote, and Psilocybin. Sedatives and Tranquilizers include prescription 
non-opiates taken beyond the prescribed amount or for the express purpose of achieving 
intoxication. Adult males were significantly more likely to ever use inhalants, 
hallucinogens, and tranquilizers than adult females. Figure 5.4 presents the percent of 
adults who reported ever using inhalants/hallucinogens/sedatives/tranquilizers. Table 5.6 
presents the estimated number of adult Kentuckians who ever used 
inhalants/hallucinogens/sedatives/tranquilizers. 
 
Figure 5.4: Percent of adults who ever used inhalants/hallucinogens/ 
sedatives/tranquilizers (question Δ12-D1) 
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Table 5.6: Estimated number of adult Kentuckians who ever used inhalants/ 
hallucinogens/sedatives/tranquilizers (question Δ12-D1) 
 MALES FEMALES TOTAL 
Inhalants 44,531 17,789 62,320 
Hallucinogens 150,737 57,073 207,810 
Sedatives 80,898 58,555 139,453 
Tranquilizers 146,952 58,555 205,507 
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Use within the past year – Of those who reported ever using, females were more likely 
to use inhalants in the past year than males. Table 5.7 presents the estimated number of 
adult Kentuckians who used inhalants/hallucinogens/sedatives/tranquilizers within the 
past year. 
 
Table 5.7: Estimated number of adult Kentuckians who used inhalants/ 
hallucinogens/sedatives/tranquilizers within the past year (question Δ12-D3) 
 MALES FEMALES TOTAL 
Inhalants e 741 - 
Hallucinogens 8,906 1,482 10,388 
Sedatives 34,883 22,977 57,860 
Tranquilizers 34,157 14,083 48,240 

 
e - estimate too small to calculate accurately 
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OTHER DRUGS 

Inhalants/Hallucinogens/Sedatives/Tranquilizers Use by Age Group – Persons aged 
50 and older were less likely to have ever used inhalants, hallucinogens, and tranquilizers 
than younger age groups. No other differences were noted between any age groups. 
Figure 5.5 presents the percent of adult persons who ever used inhalants, hallucinogens, 
sedatives, and tranquilizers by age group. 
 
Figure 5.5: Percent of adults who ever used inhalants/hallucinogens/ 
sedatives/tranquilizers by age group (question Δ12-D1) 
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OTHER DRUGS 

Inhalants/Hallucinogens/Sedatives/Tranquilizers Use by Education – There was a 
trend for persons with more education to be more likely to use 
inhalants/hallucinogens/sedatives/tranquilizers. This trend was reversed for persons who 
attended graduate school. Persons who attended graduate school tended to be less likely 
to use inhalants/hallucinogens/sedatives/tranquilizers than persons who attended and/or 
completed an undergraduate degree. Figure 5.6 presents the percent of persons who ever 
used inhalants/hallucinogens/sedatives/tranquilizers compared to the highest level of 
education attained. 
 
Figure 5.6: Percent of adults who ever used inhalants/hallucinogens/ 
sedatives/tranquilizers by highest level of education attained (question Δ12-D1) 
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OTHER DRUGS 

Ever Thought Inhalants/Hallucinogens/Sedatives/Tranquilizers Were a Problem – 
More males considered inhalants and hallucinogens a problem than females. Table 5.8 
presents the estimated number of adult Kentuckians who ever considered 
inhalants/hallucinogens/sedatives/tranquilizers to be a problem. When looking at persons 
who ever used inhalants/hallucinogens/sedatives/tranquilizers a higher percentage of 
males considered inhalants to be a problem than females. Females who ever used 
sedatives were slightly more likely to consider sedatives a problem than males. Table 5.9 
presents the percent of persons who ever used inhalants/hallucinogens/ 
sedatives/tranquilizers and considered that drug to be a problem. 
 
Table 5.8: Estimated number of adult Kentuckians who considered 
inhalants/hallucinogens/sedatives/tranquilizers to have ever been a problem 
(question Δ13-D6) 
 MALES FEMALES TOTAL 
Inhalants 8,164 2,223 10,387 
Hallucinogens 13,359 4,447 17,806 
Sedatives 10,391 9,636 20,027 
Tranquilizers 21,523 6,671 28,194 

 
Table 5.9: Percent of persons who ever used inhalants/hallucinogens/ 
sedatives/tranquilizers and considered that drug to have ever been a problem 
(question Δ13-D6) 
 MALES FEMALES TOTAL 
Inhalants 19.0% 12.5% 17.1% 
Hallucinogens 8.9% 7.8% 8.6% 
Sedatives 12.4% 16.3% 14.0% 
Tranquilizers 14.5% 11.5% 13.7% 
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OTHER DRUGS 

Part C: Opiates 
 
Ever Used Opiates - Opiates include heroin, oxycodone, and other non over-the-counter 
(OTC) pain medications. For prescription opiates, use beyond the prescribed amount or 
use for the purpose of intoxication is included in this section. Non-OTC pain medication 
may include some non-opiates.  Adult males were significantly more likely to ever use 
heroin and non-OTC pain medications than adult females. Figure 5.7 presents the percent 
of adults who reported ever using opiates. Table 5.10 presents the estimated number of 
adult Kentuckians who used opiates. 
 
Figure 5.7: Percent of adults who ever used opiates (question Δ12-D1) 
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Table 5.10: Estimated number of adult Kentuckians who ever used opiates 
(question Δ12-D1) 
 MALES FEMALES TOTAL 
Heroin 26,719 3,706 30,425 
Oxycodone 38,593 22,236 60,829 
Non-OTC Pain 136,561 71,123 207,684 
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Use within the past year – Table 5.11 presents the estimated number of adult 
Kentuckians who used opiates within the past year. Males were slightly more likely to 
use Oxycodone or Non-OTC pain medications that females. Of the males who 
participated in this survey none reported using heroin within the past year. 
 
Table 5.11: Estimated number of adult Kentuckians who reported using opiates 
within the past year (question Δ12-D3) 
 MALES FEMALES TOTAL 
Heroin e 1,482 - 
Oxycodone 11,875 8,153 20,028 
Non-OTC Pain 33,398 20,013 53,411 

e – estimate too small to calculate accurately 
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Opiate Use by Age Group – No age differences were noted for heroin. 18-29 year olds 
were more likely to have ever illicitly used Oxycodone and non-OTC pain medications 
than older age groups. Persons 50 or more years old were less likely to illicitly use non-
OTC pain medications than younger persons. Figure 5.8 presents the percent of adult 
persons who used opiates by age group. 
 
Figure 5.8: Percent of adults who ever used opiates by age group (question Δ12-D1) 
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Opiate Use by Education – There was a trend for persons with more education to use 
heroin and Non-OTC pain medications. However, there were no significant differences 
between any of the education levels. Figure 5.9 presents the percent of persons ever used 
opiates compared to the highest level of education attained. 
 
Figure 5.9: Percent of adults who ever used opiates by highest education 
attained (question Δ12-D1) 
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Ever Thought Opiates a Problem – More males were likely to consider opiates a 
problem than females. Table 5.12 presents the estimated number of adult Kentuckians 
who considered opiates to be a problem. When only persons who ever used opiates are 
examined, a higher percentage of females considered heroin and Non-OTC pain 
medications to be a problem than males. Males who used Oxycodone were slightly more 
likely to consider opiates a problem than females. Table 5.13 presents the percent of 
persons who ever used opiates and considered that opiate use to be a problem. 
 
Table 5.12: Estimated number of adult Kentuckians who consider opiates to be a 
problem in their lifetime (question Δ13-D6) 
 MALES FEMALES TOTAL 
Heroin 4,323 2,215 6,538 
Oxycodone 8,797 4,040 12,837 
Non-OTC Pain 19,134 13,198 32,332 

 
Table 5.13: Percent of adults who ever used opiates and considered that opiate 
to ever be a problem in their life (question Δ13-D6) 
 MALES FEMALES TOTAL 
Heroin 15.9% 48.3% 20.5% 
Oxycodone 23.2% 18.3% 21.4% 
Non-OTC Pain 13.8% 18.2% 15.3% 
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Part D: All Illicit Drugs 
 
Ever Used Any Illicit Drug – “Any Illicit Drug” includes marijuana and the substances 
listed in parts A through C. Illicit drugs also includes legal drugs used outside the 
prescribed amount or for the express purpose of achieving intoxication. Adult males were 
more likely to have ever used illicit drugs than adult females. Figure 5.10 presents the 
percent of adults who reported ever using illicit drugs. Table 5.14 presents the estimated 
number of adult Kentuckians who ever used illicit drugs and Table 5.15 presents the 
estimated number of adult Kentuckians who used illicit drugs within the past year. 
 
Figure 5.10: Percent of adults who ever used an illicit drug (question Δ12-D1) 
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Table 5.14: Estimated number of adult Kentuckians who ever used an illicit drug 
(question Δ12-D1) 

MALES FEMALES TOTAL 
621,729 430,619 1,052,348

 
Table 5.15: Estimated number of adult Kentuckians who used an illicit drug within 
the past year (question Δ12-D1) 

MALES FEMALES TOTAL 
136,365 77,195 213,560 
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Illicit Drug Use by Age – Persons 50 years of age and older were less likely to use an 
illicit drug than younger persons. No age differences were noted between the other age 
groups. Figure 5.11 presents the percent of adult persons who used illicit drugs by age 
group. 
 
Figure 5.11: Percent of adults who ever used an illicit drug by age group (question 
Δ12-D1) 
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Drug Use by Education – Persons whose highest level of education attained was grade 
school were significantly less likely to ever used illicit drugs. However, there were no 
other differences between any of the education groups. Figure 5.12 presents the percent 
of persons who used drugs compared to the highest level of education attained. 
 
Figure 5.12: Percent of adults who ever used an illicit drug by highest education 
attained (question Δ12-D1) 
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Ever Thought Illicit Drugs a Problem – Males were more likely to consider illicit drugs 
a problem than females. Figure 5.13 presents the percent of adults who considered drugs 
to ever be a problem in their life based on last use of an illicit substance. Persons who 
used illicit drugs more recently are more likely to have ever considered their drug use to 
be problematic. Table 5.16 presents the estimated number of adult Kentuckians who 
consider their illicit drug use to be a problem. 
 
Figure 5.13: Percent of adults who considered their illicit drug to ever be a 
problem by recency of use (question Δ13-D6) 
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Table 5.16: Estimated number of adult Kentuckians who consider their illicit drug 
use to ever be a problem in their life (question Δ13-D6) 

MALES FEMALES TOTAL 
128,799 51,059 179,858 
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