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EVIDENCE BASE FOR THE

KENTUCKY OPIOID REPLACEMENT TREATMENT

OUTCOME STUDY (KORTOS)
ASSESSMENT

Although Kentucky is represented in a few national datasets, none provide state-, county- and regional-level
data and those national surveys do not consider or account for Kentucky’s unique cultural context. The
KORTOS assessment was designed in Kentucky for Kentucky.

Evidence-based assessment is a critical component of evidence-based practice. The evidence base for
KORTOS conforms to the 7 recommendations for evidence-based assessments for treatment providers
in public agencies. Specifically, the KORTOS assessment:
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The evidence base for the KORTOS assessment suggests it is a robust,
pragmatic, reliable, and valid assessment, which provides statewide

and regional data about Kentucky drug use trends, substance use-
related comorbidities, and opioid treatment program outcomes.

1 The five core components include substance use, mental health, victimization and trauma, criminal justice system involvement, and quality of life. The three supplemental
components are health and stress-related health consequences, economic and living circumstances, and recovery supports.

For more information, see: Logan, TK, Cole, J., Miller, J., Scrivner, A., & Walker, R. (2016), Evidence Base for the Kentucky Opioid Replacement Treatment Outcome
Study (KORTOS) Assessment and Methods. Lexington, KY: University of Kentucky, Center on Drug and Alcohol Research. (Available upon request)



