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JEFFERSON & FAYETTE COUNTIES 

 
Demographics – Jefferson and Fayette counties were singled out because they are the 
two most populous Kentucky counties, they have the highest percentage of minorities, 
and they represent the most urban centers. Table 12.1 presents demographic information 
for Fayette County, Jefferson County, and all other Kentucky Counties combined. Fayette 
County is slightly younger. Fayette and Jefferson Counties both had a higher percentage 
of African Americans than the rest of Kentucky, a higher percentage of persons with a 
college degree, and a higher percentage of households with income greater than 
$50,000/year. 
 
Table 12.1: Demographic variables 
 Fayette Jefferson Others 
Average Age 42.9 46.3 45.9 
% male 46.9% 48.4% 48.4% 
% Caucasian 85.4% 85.1% 93.4% 
% African American 9.7% 11.9% 2.4% 
% with College Degree 52.9% 49.3% 34.0% 
% Household Income > 
$50,000/yr 47.0% 46.3% 37.9% 

 
The following tables do not control for these variables but present the estimates for 
comparison. 
 
Alcohol and Cigarette Use – Jefferson County had a higher percentage of persons who 
ever smoked. Fayette and Jefferson Counties had a higher percentage of persons who 
ever used alcohol. Persons in Fayette and Jefferson Counties tended to start using alcohol 
and cigarettes at a later age than the rest of Kentucky. Table 12.2 presents cigarette and 
alcohol use information by county. 
 
Table 12.2: Lifetime use of cigarettes and alcohol 
 Fayette Jefferson Others 
Ever Smoke 63.8% 70.2% 65.7% 
Avg Age First Cigarette 16.6 16.0 15.8 
Ever Use Alcohol 87.4% 89.9% 78.7% 
Avg Age First Drink 17.8 17.3 16.9 
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Use of Illicit Drugs – There are several notable differences between Fayette, Jefferson, 
and the rest of Kentucky on illicit drug use. In general, persons in Fayette and Jefferson 
counties were more likely to ever use illicit drugs than other Kentuckians. Persons in 
Jefferson and Fayette Counties were more likely to ever use marijuana, MDMA, other 
stimulants, and hallucinogens than other Kentuckians. Persons in Fayette and Jefferson 
Counties were less likely to use Inhalants. Persons in Jefferson County were more likely 
than persons in Fayette County to use illicit drugs in all categories. Table 12.3 presents 
the percent of persons who used illicit drugs by county. 
 
Table 12.3: Lifetime use of illicit drugs 
 Fayette Jefferson Others 
Marijuana 35.8% 39.4% 28.6% 
Cocaine 7.3% 9.0% 6.9% 
Methamphetamine 1.0% 2.4% 2.9% 
MDMA 2.6% 4.5% 1.6% 
Other Stimulants 7.9% 8.5% 6.6% 
Inhalants 0.6% 1.8% 2.3% 
Hallucinogens 8.1% 8.3% 6.0% 
Sedatives 3.0% 5.4% 4.4% 
Tranquilizers 6.3% 7.9% 6.3% 
Heroin 0.8% 1.2% 0.9% 
Oxycodone 1.8% 2.1% 1.9% 
Non-OTC Pain 5.9% 6.4% 6.8% 
Any Illicit 39.9% 40.6% 30.9% 
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DSM-IV-TR Criteria – Fayette and Jefferson County residents were more likely to meet 
criteria for any substance use disorder, alcohol abuse, or drug abuse than other 
Kentuckians. However, Fayette and Jefferson County residents were less likely to meet 
three or more criteria for drug dependence* than the rest of Kentucky. Table 12.4 
presents the percent of persons who have ever met DSM-IV-TR criteria for substance use 
disorders by county. 
 
Table 12.4: Lifetime DSM-IV-TR criteria 
 Fayette Jefferson Others 
Alcohol    
Abuse 13.3% 14.8% 9.2% 
Dependence 2.6% 5.4% 3.6% 
Abuse or Dependence 13.3% 14.8% 9.6% 
    
Drugs    
Abuse 2.2% 3.4% 1.5% 
Dependence 0.6% 1.0% 1.2% 
Abuse or Dependence 2.2% 3.4% 1.7% 
    
Any Abuse or Dependence 13.7% 15.4% 10.2% 

 
Treatment Need – A higher percentage of persons in Jefferson County needed treatment 
than the persons in Fayette County or other Kentuckians. The percent of persons needing 
treatment in Fayette County was slightly higher than the percent of persons in need of 
treatment in the rest of Kentucky (excluding Jefferson County). Table 12.5 presents the 
percent of persons in need of treatment. 
 
Table 12.5: Current treatment need 
 Fayette Jefferson Others 
Treatment Need 11.3% 18.1% 10.6% 

 
* Please see footnote page 91 
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